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Light Eaters: A Study on the Affect of Light Depicted Through Different Art Mediums
Samuel Wyatt Dyck, Dr. Jocelyn Buckner
Chapman University Department of Theatre

THESIS STATEMENT
The graceful appliance of light to any art form, whether it is theatrical performance or graphic design, consistently elicits an emotional response from the individual viewer.

EXPLANATION
This is a detailed inspection of a quality of art that I believe to be entirely unique in the affect that it has on the individual viewer. Many people will admit to being emotionally affected by a piece of art but it is sometimes
difficult to pinpoint exactly what makes a creation so compelling. I believe light to be the most significant factor in regards to the affect of a piece. As a part of nature, and when used in art, light is sorely taken for granted
regardless of the fact that it could be considered the crux of a successful project.

SCULPTURE

ARCHITECTURE

PERFORMANCE

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING
THE DAVID
“When all was finished, it cannot be denied that this
work has carried off the palm from all other statues,
modern or ancient, Greek or Latin; no other artwork
is equal to it in any respect, with such just proportion,
beauty and excellence did Michelangelo finish it”
-Giorgio Vasari

“The building has become a beacon of the city’s
celebrations of big sports wins, anniversaries,
holidays and even to mourn”
-Anthony Malkin

STEP

“It’s a mathematically perfect grid, but whenever the
outside world intrudes, the grid splits into flying
fragments of letters and numbers, and goes into
unnerving convulsions of light and sound and visual
projectiles.”
-Marilyn Stasio

CLOSE

DAN FLAVIN
“One might not think of light as a matter of fact, but I
do. And it is, as I said, as plain and open and direct an
art as you will ever find.”
-Dan Flavin

CURIOUS INCIDENT

PLANETARIUM
JAMES TURRELL
“When somebody buys a work of mine there is the
question, what is it they own? And in some way I can
honestly say that you ‘own the light that is passing
through.’”
-James Turrell

“The night sky, both beautiful and mysterious, has
been the subject of campfire stories, ancient myths
and awe for as long as there have been people. A
desire to comprehend the Universe may well be
humanity’s oldest shared intellectual experience.
Yet only recently have we truly begun to grasp our
place in the vast cosmos.”
-Natalie Hughes

SO WHAT?
Patrons of art will discover that light is the most effective means of eliciting emotional response. I aim to increase the regard that is given to effective light use. Light is overlooked as the best support mechanism for other art
media. It is only with a dramatic example of light, used as a medium in an art piece, that the general art viewer can grasp the power it has over any form of visual art. However, I find that the manifestation of light, subtly or
blatantly, is the vein that runs through the heart of affective art.

